CYRUS
19-XR £3,300

p
REVIEW

AN1

» -

— — p—

—

MENU

advance of its 91W output. This is
still not the most vast and spacious
sounding device you can buy at this
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the i9-XR walks between refinement
and excitement — even when used

The true ability of the i9-XR comes
when you put the Focal to one side

reviewed itand is
the better out-and-

Analogue outamplifier. Ithas
with the Focal speaker, whi.ch can be more power anda
provoked by some electronics — is muscularity that
very impressive indeed. even the beefed-up
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notable, however, is
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while the coaxial connections stretch
to 384kHz. With 10 inputs in total,
there’s not much that you can’t
connect to the Cyrus, although

some may find the omission of
Bluetooth an annoyance.

The key difference between the i9
and the smaller amplifier is the power
output. This is now 91W into 6ohm,
which is a significant improvement
over the 52W of the i7.

The power supply is considerably
larger in the i9 and feeds the same
‘wideband’ design as the rest of the
XR Series and is designed to present a

terminals if it meant that more
conventional plugs could be used.
The headphone socket is on the rear
and, while it can be switched in and
out via a button on the front, this is
far from ideal if you plan to connect
the headphones to anything else.
These annoyances are thrown into
sharp relief in part because the rest
of the Cyrus is very good indeed.
Without any significant changes to
the metalwork and overall aesthetics
that the company has used for many
years, it looks and feels effortlessly

struggle, even when levels were set
fairly high. Even allowing for this,
however, the i9-XR brings such an
effortlessness and authority to the
performance that it feels like a
profound step forward.

Revisiting the glorious swooping
instrumental post rock of God Is An
Astronaut’s All Is Violent, All Is Bright
on the i9-XR is illuminating. Without
losing any of the traditional speed
and fluency for which Cyrus
amplifiers are known, the i9-XR
handles big transient moments with
an authority that feels some way in
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